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Cover  Illustration 
Courtesy  Herb  Kosovitz 

Kodovitz’s  whimsical  freeway  propsal,  made  in 
1985  was,  "A  piece  of  it  should  be  left  as  a  symbol." 

The  concrete  forms  could  create  a  Dimitri  Hadzi 
style  sculpture  garden  as  a  backdrop  for  picnics  or 
solar  rites  ala  Stonehenge. 

Hammers  should  be  at  work  on  taking  down  the 
freeway  by  the  time  you  read  this.  The  mayor  says, 
"we'll  try  to  get  some  pieces". 

Is  there  still  time  to  save  the  art  form? 


President's  Message  T1*' 

By:  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 


— 1-- 


This  is  my  final  column  as 
your  President.  It  might  simply  be 
lists  of  thanks  to  all  THD  Members 
who  have  assisted  us  serve  the  Hill 
over  the  past  two  years.  Equally 
long  lists  of  thanks  might  be  written 
for  the  hundreds  of  volunteer  hours 
given  by  our  Board  Members,  Offi¬ 
cers  and  Committee  Chairs,  Every¬ 
thing  from  gathering  the  mail  to 
publishing  this  magazine  is  done  by 
volunteers  deeply  committed  to  our 
peculiar  Hill,  year  in  year  out.  There 
simply  isn’t  enough  Semaphore 
space  to  thank  each  of  you,  but 
more  recognition  will  be  possible 
in  Hill  Dweller  meetings  ahead. 

SOME  BOARD  AND  OFFICER 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 

Board  and  Committee  suc¬ 
cesses  include: 

Reconnection  of  our  City  with 
the  Bay  across  an  Embarcadero 
free  of  the  elevated  freeway:  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  all  previous  THD 
Boards,  Officers,  Mayors,  Supervi¬ 
sors,  City  and  State  officials,  and  to 
so  many  THD  members  who  kept 
this  difficult  environmental  fight 
alive  for  more  than  twenty  years. 
And  of  course,  special  thanks  to 
Mother  Nature  for  dealing  that 
“stilted  dinosaur”  its  seismic  coup- 
de-grace  in  October  of  189. 

-  Increased  support  for  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Neighborhood  Center: 
large  contributions  were  sought  from 
real  estate  developers,  donations  tied 
to  increases  in  the  local  population 
served  by  the  Center,  growth  caused 
by  those  developments. 

-  Inauguration  of  new,  smaller 
and  quieter  busses  serving  the  top 


of  the  Hill  on 
the  39  Coit 
Muni  line. 

-  Politi¬ 
cal  support  to 
save  and  to  fi¬ 
nance  the 
Port’s  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  fishing  industry  at 
Fisherman’s  Wharf:  A  conserva¬ 
tion,  rebuilding  and  reinvestment 
program  designed  to  keep  the  cen¬ 
terpiece  of  our  tourist  area  a  lively 
place  with  real  fish. 

-Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers’  first 
affordable  housing  policy,  one  in 
which  we  seek  to  balance  the  vari¬ 
ous  kinds  of  housing  offered  on  this 
Hill  by  providing  affordable  hous¬ 
ing  along  with  the  abundance  of 
market  rate  studio  and  1  bedroom 
units  built  in  the  recent  past.  The 
aim  is  to  provide  choice  by  building 
a  wider  range  of  homes,  and  to 
make  a  number  of  them  affordable 
to  moderate  and  middle  income 
households.  With  help  from  the 
Mayor’s  office  of  Housing  we  have 
cautiously  begun  negotiating  within 
the  complex  public  and  private 
mechanisms  that  provide  housing 
price  reductions. 

-  Introduction  of  a  privately 
financed.  Bay  related,  family  ex¬ 
hibit  of  local  Bay  marine  life,  the 
first  commercial  aquarium  for 
visitors  and  for  San  Franciscans  at 
the  Bay’s  edge.  This  is  the  largest 
private  investment  of  an  educational 
nature  to  upgrade  visitor  exhibits  at 
the  Wharf  in  decades.  The  project 
has  survived  formidable  public 
reviews,  delays  compromises,  suits. 


LOOKING  FORWARD  -  PROJ¬ 
ECTS  WE’VE  BEGUN  THAT 
WILL  NEED  YOUR  SUPPORT 
AND  ENERGY: 

-One  more  “big  greening” 
of  Telegraph  Hill:  we’re  underway 
with  the  Hill  Dweller’s  40th  birth¬ 
day  project,  a  gift  to  all  who  like 
trees.  We,  11  need  your  help  filling 
in  all  missing  street  trees  that 
consenting  property  owners  want 
planted  within  our  forty  block  area. 
Volenteers  with  a  couple  of  Satur¬ 
days  free  are  needed  to  contact  people 
on  their  blocks.  Please  call  Michael 
Marsh  at  982-7359. 

-  Taming  the  design  of  new 
Embarcadero  surface  Parkway  so 
that  it  does  not  become  a  another 
Bay  blocking  expressway,  this  time 
at  ground  level,  cutting  us  off  from 
convenient,  unthreatened  access  to 
a  fine  new  Bayfront  promenade. 

-  Increasing  Hill  Dweller 
support  for  neighborhood  school, 
social  service  and  cultural  facili¬ 
ties  through  various  projects.  An 
example  would  be  our  joint  effort 
with  the  local  library  to  celebrate 
and  to  display  the  history  and  the 
work  of  North  Beach  writers. 

-  Adding  support  for  our 
localjL  merchants  by  increasing 
the  supply  of  short  term  parking 

Continued  on  Page  19 
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Embarcadero  Past  &  Future  By  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 


A  possible  future  view  of  the  freeway  free  Embarcadero  with  F  Line  train.  New  trees  planted  on  the  inland  side 
and  a  pedestrian  promenade  on  the  waterside.  Four  lanes  of  cars  feed  into  the  underpass  at  the  Ferry  Plaza  in  the 
background  and  are  controled  by  traffic  lights  at  pedestrian  crossings  in  the  foreground. 

New  revenues  would  be  generated  from  the  Port’s  inland  properties  as  well  as  the  revived  water's  edge  activity. 


Present  view  of  The  Embar¬ 
cadero  from  the  foot  of  Levi  Plaza 
as  it  is  with  freeway  in  the  back¬ 
ground  and  three  unused  railroad 
tracks  in  the  forground. 
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New  Shops,  Shows  &  Restaurants 
With  A  Local  Ancle. 

The  Cannery  has  some  exciting  new  places  and  faces  just  for  our  neighbors  — 
with  more  on  the  way.  Come  explore  our  nooks  and  crannies.  You'll  be  surprised  and  delighted 
to  discover  so  much  that's  unique,  so  close  to  home. 


ALE  GARDEN  CAFE 
Seating  indoors  or  on  our  Courtyard  deck. 
Salads,  sausages,  pizza,  ale  &  rootbeer. 
928-4340 

JACKSON  BEACH 
A  Roman -style  spaghetteria  by  the  creators 
of  the  popular  Jackson  Fillmore  Trattoria. 
771-5225 


BAHIA  BRASIL 
The  best  of  Bahia  &  Bahia  Tropical 
featuring  Churrasco  barbegue  &  exotic 
seafood,  live  Brazilian  music,  full  bar. 

931-8720 

NORTH  BEACH 
REPERTORY  THEATRE 

This  well-known  award-winning  theatre  of 
realism  has  re-located  to  The  Cannery. 
928-4860 

TOPPERS 

Unique  women 's  sportswear  including 
cotton  sweaters  &  outerwear. 


THE  CANNERY  THEATRE 
New  format  Now  features  premiere 
Hong  Kong  films  with  English  subtitles 
441-5560 

QUIET  STORM 

Califomia-Asian  cuisine  Full  bars, 
lounge,  weekend  live  jazz, 
stunning  bay  view. 

771-2929 

lt'/i 


MUSEUM  OF  THE  CITY  OF 
SAN  FRANCISCO 

Features  our  historical,  cultural  and 
ethnic  heritage.  Many  items  never  before  on 
public  display.  Opens  in  April. 

BEST  COMICS 

Psychedelic  rock  art,  comic  strips  from 
around  the  world.  Opens  in  April. 


iM( 


THE  CANNERY 
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Mayor  Art  Agnos  As  Hermes 


By  Clyde  Steiner 

Mayor  Art  Agnos  was  ebul¬ 
lient  at  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
February  dinner  meeting.  The  en¬ 
thusiastic  messager  words  began: 
“we’re  taking  the  freeway  down.” 

Remaking  this  side  of  the  city 
is  the  mayor’s  hope.  Agnos  out¬ 
lined  current  proposals  for  use  of 
the  port-side  space  liberated  by  the 
freeway. 

Initially,  a  temporary  surface 
road  combined  with  one  way  streets 
will  help  route  some  of  the  com¬ 
muter  traffic.  He  said  it  will  be  “a 
pain  in  the  neck  for  the  next  five 
years’’  while  the  removal  and  final 
rebuilding  is  completed. 

The  plans  call  for  an  F  Line 
tram  to  run  down  Market  Street, 
turn  along  the  Embarcadero,  and 
connect  to  Fisherman’ s  Wharf.  This 
part  of  the  project  is  set,  funding 
already  “in  the  bank”,  he  said.  The 
tram  will  use  classic  cars  appropri¬ 
ate  to  tourist  transportation. 

Whether  the  tram  tracks  run 
down  a  center  median  strip  or  at  the 
land  edge  side  of  the  roadway  may 
still  be  contested.  Also  open  is  the 
size  of  the  replacement  parkway; 
four  or  six  lanes.  He  said  the  four 
lane  roadway  would  only  carry  85 
percent  of  the  previous  freeway  rush 
hour  traffic.  This  would  run  from 


the  Wharf  to 
China  Basin 
to  Potrero 
Hill.  The 
mayor  hopes 
to  get  both 
tram  and  cars 
into  a  tunnel 
under  the  re¬ 
newed  Ferry 
Building 
Plaza.  The 
tunnel  would 
begin  at  Mis¬ 
sion  Street 
and  exit  at 
Washington  Street. 

Tunnelling  under  the  Ferry 
Plaza  is  more  than  an  aesthetic  frill. 

“Water  transport  in  the  next 
10  years  will  be  an  essential  part  of 
traffic  alternatives,”  according  to 
Agnos.  “We  will  take  Hovercraft 
to  Sacramento.  San  Francisco  has 
to  have  a  water  entrance,”  he  said. 
Separating  the  expected  increased 
pedestrian  traffic  from  the  vehicle 
traffic  is  an  essential  part  of  the 
plan. 


Agnos 
said  that  he  se¬ 
cured  the  fed¬ 
eral  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the 
project  when 
it  was  shown 
that  the  retro¬ 
fit  of  the  dam¬ 
aged  freeway 
would  cost  as 
much  as 
building  new. 
A  similar  eco¬ 
nomic  case 
was  made  for 
taking  down 
the  sections 
that  serve  as  the  Bay  Bridge  con¬ 
nectors. 

The  mayor  pointed  out  that 
the  freeway  project  opens  up  devel¬ 
opment  opportunities  and  that  he  is 
“not  locked  in”  to  any  one  fixed 
solution.  Admitting  that  lie  was 
originally  opposed  to  freeway  re¬ 
moval,  he  praised  the  ‘  'the  real  core 
of  people  who  stood  in  the  trenches” 
fighting  to  get  the  freeway  down. 
Citizen’s  committees  will  be  formed 
to  offer  suggestions  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  prime  waterfront  area 
and  how  it  should  be  best  served. 


He  said  long  term  plans  in¬ 
clude  negotiating  with  Santa  Clara 
to  buy  the  Southern  Pacific  right  of 
way  as  far  as  Gilroy  to  extend  Muni’s 
light  rail  for  commuter  influx.  The 
mayor  said  he  would, 4  ‘be  delighted 
to  take  more  (freeway)  down.” 


Agnos  seemed  delighted  with 
his  chance  to  appear  before  the  Hill 
Dwellers.  He  was  Mr.  Personality. 
As  he  said,  “Sure  I’m  running  for 
re-election.  I’m  only  an  election 
away  from  homelessness.”  |thd 
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We're  Cooking  Up  Something  Exciting 
Just  For  Our  Neighbors. 

Besides  some  of  the  best  food  in  town,  there's  also  live  jazz,  Brazilian  music  and  some  of  San 
Francisco's  hottest  comedy  talent.  So  if  you're  looking  for  snacks,  restaurants,  gourmet  supplies  or 
music  that  cooks,  it's  all  right  around  the  corner.  And  there's  more  on  the  way. 


ALE  GARDEN  CAFE 
Seating  indoors  or  on  our  Courtyard  deck . 
Salads,  sausages,  pizza,  ale  &  rootbeer. 
928-4340 

BAHIA  BRASIL 
The  best  of  Bahia  &  Bahia  Tropical 
featuring  Churrasco  barbecue  &  exotic 
seafood,  live  Brazilian  music,  full  bar. 
931-8720 

CHARLEY  BROWN'S 

Prime  rib,  steak  &  seafood. 
Spectacular  bay  views. 

776-3838 

COBB'S  COMEDY  CLUB 

Top  local  &  national  comedians 
Full  bar.  Dinner  &  snacks 
by  Jackson  Beach 
928-4860 


SAN  FRANCISCO  SCHOOL  OF 
COOKING  &  STORE 

Cooking  classes,  demonstrations,  special 
tastings.  Soup,  salad  &  sandwich  lunches. 
Kitchenware,  cookbooks,  edibles. 


CONFETTI 
LE  CHOCOLAT1ER 
Chocolates,  coffees,  teas.  Godiva, 
Joseph  Schmidt,  Valrhona,  Frango, 
hand-dipped  chocolates 

GOURMET  MARKET 
&  WINE  CELLAR 

Specialty  foods  &  cookware,  domestic  & 
imported  wines,  beers  &  spirits. 

JACKSON  BEACH 
A  Roman-style  spaghettena  by  the  creators 
of  the  popular  Jackson  Fillmore  Trattoria 

771-5225 

QUIET  STORM 

Califomia-Asian  cuisine.  Full  bar 
s,  lounge,  weekend  live  jazz, 
stunning  bay  view. 

771-2929 


THE  CANNERY 
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Things  To 
ENJOY 
With  Kids 


By:  Mia  Morrill 


I  highly  recommend  a  stroll 
on  our  new  Pier  7.  If  you  bring 
along  a  pole,  you  can  fish  at  the  end 
of  the  pier.  We  only  watched  others 
fish  when  we  were  there.  It  was  on 
one  of  our  exquisitely  warm  and 
clear  only-on-Telegraph  Hill  days 
when  we  were  last  there.  If  you  find 
the  same  weather,  and  haven’t  packed 
a  lunch  to  eat  on  the  pier,  I  suggest 
a  delicious  hamburger  (or  anything 
on  the  menu  for  that  matter)  on  the 
patio  of  Pier  23, 

The  De  Young  Museum  has 
some  wonderful  Members-only 
activities,  Join  and  you’ll  get  The 


Museum  Society’s  Triptych  maga¬ 
zine/calendar.  One  activity  that  we 
especially  love  Is  the  Saturday 
morning  Doing  and  Viewing  Art 
for  kids  7  to  13.  After  a  tour  of  a 
current  exhibit,  the  kids  have  a  stu¬ 
dio  workshop.  First  they  see  it,  then 
they  make  it.  Call  750-3636. 

The  new  Bay  Area  Discovery 
Museum  at  East  Fort  Baker  is  sched¬ 
uled  to  open  mid- April.  Members- 
only  events  are  happening  already. 
Eric  spent  one  recent  Saturday 
morning  working  with  artists  on 
murals  that  will  be  installed  perma¬ 


nently  as  part  of  The  San  Francisco 
Bay  exhibition.  Call  the  museum  at 
332-9646  for  information  on  the 
mural  painting  and  more  ...  and 
Join! 


On  the  other  side  of  the  Golden 
Gate  Bridge  is  Slide  Ranch,  2  miles 
north  of  Muir  Beach  on  Highway  1 . 
They  offer  fun  programs  for  fami¬ 
lies  with  kids.  Your  day  there  might 
Include  milking  a  goat,  spending 
time  with  chickens  and  rabbits, 
making  cheese,  baking  bread  or 
spinning  wool.  Call  381-6155  for 
information  and  to  make  reserva¬ 
tions. 


THD  Officers  Nominated  For  Election 


The  THD  nominating  com¬ 
mittee  will  present  candidates  for 
officers  and  board  of  directors  at 
the  annual  general  membership 
election  dinner  meeting,  April  8th. 

The  candidates  are: 

President:  June  Fraps 

Vice  President:  Jordan  Rosenberg 
Recording  Sec.:  Suanna  Gurovich 
Corresponding  Sec.:  Mia  Morrill 
Treasurer:  Arlene  Smith 


Financial  Secretary:  Angie  Geiger 
Historian:  Cheryl  Bentley 

Semaphore  Editor:  Clyde  Steiner 

Directors  for  1991-1992: 

Mo  Luden 
Jim  Miller 
Gerry  Crowley 
Kitty  Donnelly 

Directors  for  1991-1993 
Wells  Whitney 


Bob  Tibbits 
Jim  Valenti 
Nancy  Walker 

Ex  Officio:  Rod  Freebaim-Smith 

Members  of  the  THD  nomi¬ 
nating  committee  this  year  are: 
Jeanne  Milligan,  Chair,  and  Anne 
Halsted,  Catherine  Donnelly,  Clyde 
Steiner,  and  Maud  Hallin. 

THD 
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We're  Creating  A  Collection  Of 
Specialty  Shops,  Especially  For  The  Locals. 

Some  of  the  most  original  shops  in  The  City  are  nestled  among  The  Cannery  s  arches, 
balconies  and  bridges— with  more  on  the  way.  They're  worth  exploring  again  and  again 
So  if  you  live  in  the  neighborhood,  you're  in  luck 


AERIAL 

Architectural  books  &  prints,  sports 
accessories,  jewelry,  art  supplies. 

ENERGY  MC2 

Women's  sweaters,  sportswear 
&  activewear 


BEST  COMICS 

Psychedelic  rock  art,  comic  strips  from 
around  the  world.  Opening  in  April. 

GOURMET  MARKET 
&  WINE  CELLAR 

Specialty  foods  &  cookware,  plus  domestic 
&  imported  wines,  beers  &  spirits. 

PAST  &  PRESENT 
Hand-made  tapestries,  Laurel  Burch 
jewelry,  Hummel  collection, 

South  American  &  Asian  art  objects. 

PLAY 

Unusual  toys  &  kites  for  all  ages. 


PRINT  STORE 

Museum  &  original  prints. 
Custom  framing 


h 


COMPOSITIONS  GALLERY 

Contemporary  glass  art  and 
designs  in  wood 

KACH1NA  GALLERY 

Native  American  crafts, 

Hopi  dolls  i-  jewelry 


o 
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Eating  East  on  The  HILL 

By  Marsha  Garland 


Dar  Tunis 

In  its  early  days,  Dar  Tunis, 
536  Broadway,  struggled  with  its 
identity  while  owner  Hichem  (Tony) 
Sarouli,  who  is  half  Italian  and  half 
Tunisian,  tried  Italian  food  and  called 
the  restaurant  first  Mamma  Mia  and 
later  La  Forchetta.  But  Hichem 
couldn’t  resist  preparing  tasty  dishes 
from  his  native  Tunisia  for  his  friends 
and  word  quickly  spread  that  great 
Tunisian  food  could  be  had  at  La 
Forchetta.  Finally,  Hichem  changed 
the  name  of  the  restaurant  to  Dar 
Tunis,  which  means  Tunisian  House, 
and  after  two  years  of  incredible 
hard  work  his  restaurant  has  be¬ 
come  well  established  and  backed 
by  excellentreviews  from  reputable 
food  critics.  He  recently  bought  out 
his  partner  and  brought  his  mother 
over  from  Tunisia  to  help  with  the 
cooking.  So  you  know  if  s  authen¬ 
tic! 

Like  The  Helmand  a  block 
away,  Dar  Tunis  is  a  long,  narrowly 
configured  space  and  a  handicap  to 
the  restaurant  is  its  narrow  entrance 
which  is  all  too  quick  to  pass  by. 
You’ll  find  Dar  Tunis  next  door  to 
Columbus  Books.  There  are  lacy 
curtains  in  the  windows  and  a  new 
luminous  blue  awning  that  helps 
immensely  in  identifying  the  place. 

Tunisia,  of  course,  is  in  North 
Africa  and  a  review  of  Dar  Tunis 
hardly  belongs  in  the  Middle  East¬ 


ern  category.  But  Tunisian  food  is 
definitely  Mediterranean  and  bears 
similarities  to  what  is  generally 
accepted  as  Middle  Eastern  food 
and  for  that  purpose  is  reviewed 
here. 

Hichem  is  a  delightful  man 
who  switches  quickly  from  Arabic 
to  French  (the  languages  most  fre¬ 
quently  used  in  Tunisia)  and  then  to 
Italian  and  English.  Once  inside 
the  door  of  Dar  Tunis  you  can 
completely  disassociate  yourself  with 
the  San  Francisco  world  outside. 
Suddenly  you  are  transported  to 
another  exciting  place,  foreign  and 
familiar  at  the  same  time. 

Dar  Tunis  has  become  well 
known  for  its  couscous,  certainly 
the  ultimate  comfort  food,  a  moun¬ 
tain  of  steamed,  granulated  wheat 
semolina  topped  with  a  variety  of 
stews:  vegetarian,  chicken,  lamb, 
seafood,  or  delicious  house-made 
merguez  sausages. 

The  inexpensive  Dar  Tunis 
gets  better  every  time  I  go  there. 
Try  the  succulent  Lamb  with  Honey, 
a  moist  dish  of  honeyed  lamb  with 
nutmeg  and  almonds,  or  Lemon 
Chicken,  which  is  chicken  mari¬ 
nated  in  herbs,  lemon,  olives  and 
saffron.  I  love  the  Bastilla,  a  chicken 
pie  made  with  crushed  almonds, 
coddled  eggs  and  raisins,  and  then 


wrapped  in  a  thin  dough  glazed 
with  cinnamon  and  sugar. 

The  Maykadeh 

The  Maykadeh,  at  470  Green, 
in  the  front  half  of  the  Old  Spaghetti 
Factory,  is  Persian.  The  setting  is 
light  and  airy;  large,  framed  Per¬ 
sian  prints  adorn  the  walls,  and  grand 
arrangements  of  dried  seeds,  flow¬ 
ers  and  twigs  fill  urn  like  vases. 
Owners  Pirouz  Tehrani  and 
Mahmoud  Khossoussi  alternate 
weeks  as  host  and  always  make  you 
feel  welcome  and  comfortable.  The 
word  “maykadeh”  (may-kah-day) 
means  tavern  and  was  the  kind  of 
setting  where  Omar  Khayyam  wrote 
his  poetry.  (One  friend  who  balks 
at  the  word  “maykadeh”  calls  the 
restaurant  ‘ ‘Make  My  Day”,  which 
is  apt  because  lunch  or  dinner  there 
will  make  your  day.) 

Every  meal  at  The  Maykadeh 
is  accompanied  by  the  traditional 
Nan-o  Panir-o  Sabzi-Khordan,  — 
pita  bread,  feta  cheese,  raw  vege¬ 
tables  and  herbs.  The  vegetables 
are  generally  radishes,  onions  and 
scallions  which  are  accompanied 
by  fresh  mint  and  basil.  Somehow 
this  simple  fare  sets  the  palate  for 
the  meal  to  follow.  Portions  at  The 
Maykadeh  are  very  generous  so  go 
hungry. 


Continued  on  Page  21 
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Present  This  Ad  When  Ordering. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  visited  The  Cannery?  Yeah,  thought  so.  That's  why  we  re  offering 
a  special  incentive  to  Telegraph  Hill  residents.  After  all,  we  re  neighbors. 


So,  during  the  month  of  March  you're 
invited  to  enjoy  lunch  or  dinner  at  any  one  of  our 
six  participating  restaurants.  Order  two  or  more 
entrees  and  the  appetizer  is  FREE. 

Now,  hang  on  to  the  ad  (you  can  use  it 
again  &  again)  and  move  on  over  to  Cobb's 
Comedy  Club.  Admission  is  2  for  the  price  of  1. 


Or,  maybe  you  'd  like  to  go  to  Cobb  's  first 
No  problem.  Fact  is,  you  can  stay  at  Cobb's  for 
dinner.  The  appetizer  offer  is  good  there,  too 

So,  come  on  down  the  hill  to  The  Cannery 
There's  lots  to  shop,  see  and  enjoy.  We're  looking 
forward  to  your  visit. 


COBB'S  COMEDY  CLUB 
Cobb's  offer  good  Mon-Thurs 
except  during  special  events. 

928-4320 


J 


BAHIA  BRASIL 
931-8720 

CHARLEY  BROWN'S 
776-3838 

JACKSON  BEACH 
771-5225 

LAS  MARCARITAS 
776-6996 

QUIET  STORM 
771-2929 

TAIWAN  SEALOOD 
771-4200 


Tax  i,  gratuity  not  included  Ahjy  not  he 
combined  with  other  offers  Expires  )  u  oi 


VALIDATED  PARKING  AT  THE  ANCHORAGE  SHOPPING  CENTER  GARAGE 
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Almost  80  Years  on  Green  Street 

Part  of  the  Oral  History  Project  at  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library. 
Helen  von  Ammon  interview  tape  and  transcript  available  in  History  Room. 

By  Helen  von  Ammon 


For  years  I  walked  past  the 
neatly  painted  beige  building  on 
Green  Street  and  noted  that  the 
cupola  needed  only  a  large  bronze 
bell  to  make  it  Spanish  style.  On 
this  particular  morning  I  parted 
the  large  wooden  doors  and  went 
in  timorously.  I  had  come  for  a 
box  wrapped  in  plain,  white  paper. 
Surprisingly  heavy  for  its  size,  it 
must  have  weighed  more  than 
eight  pounds.  I  had  another,  much 
smaller  package  to  pick  up  at 
2500  16th  Street. 

The  following  morning, 
clutching  my  two  boxes,  I  boarded 
a  friend’s  large  sailboat  and  we 
left  from  the  Marina. 

The  day  was  moody;  a  soft 
grey  fog  obfuscated  the  Bay.  We 
didn’t  speak  until  the  Golden  Gate 
Bridge,  even  more  monumental 
when  we  sailed  under  it,  was 
miles  back  in  our  wake. 

Abundant  tears  dampened 
my  boxes  as  I  poured  both  con¬ 
tents  into  the  restless  water.  Light 
reflected  on  the  commingled  ashes 
and  I  lost  sight  of  them  in  the 
depths  of  the  Bay.  The  souls  of 
Bemie  and  his  beloved  Siamese 
cat.  Ping,  were  together,  still. 

Recently  1  returned  to 
649  Green  and  talked  with  Clif¬ 
ford  Yee,  General  Manager,  and 
Joe  Dezurik,  one  of  five  em- 
balmers,  including  one  woman, 
at  the  GREEN  STREET  MOR¬ 
TUARY.  For  almost  80  years  this 


building  has  had  the  same  function 
and  kept  abreast  of  the  changing 
mortuary  requirements  of  the  North 
Beach  area.  Formerly  La  Estralita, 
the  Spanish  speaking  services  which 
once  predominated  now  have  been 
supplanted  by  a  Chinese  and  Italian 
community. 

Anyone  who  lives  in  North 
Beach  has  stopped  mid-stride  in 
awe  as  an  Asian  funeral  gets  under 
way  from  the  Green  Street  Mortu¬ 
ary.  As  in  China,  a  uniformed 
marching  band  paves  the  way  to 
heaven.  Formally  dressed  and  seated 
in  the  back  of  a  1974  convertible 
Cadillac,  white-gloved  attendants 
hold  a  huge  flower  wreath  with  a 
photograph  of  the  deceased  in  the 
center.  Ten  thousand  dollar  bills 
are  thrown  from  the  open  car.  The 
crowd  scrambles  for  them,  but  don’t 
try  to  spend  your  cache  of  green. 
These  are  kai  ichi,  or  Hell’s 
banknotes,  symbolically  given  to 
die  gods.  Next  comes  the  hearse 
followed  by  limousines  and  the 
funeral  cars. 

In  China  it  was  customary  to 
sacrifice  a  horse  or  cow  as  homage, 
like  paying  a  deposit  on  the  next 
level  of  life.  Now  the  gods  make  do 
with  a  sacrificial  tray  more  likely  to 
contain  a  chicken  (with  head  in¬ 
tact),  pork,  rice,  tea  and  wine.  A 
full  traditional  service  is  important 
to  many  Asian  families  as  it  pays 
homage  and  respect  to  the  deceased. 

Joe  reminisces  about  the  fu¬ 


neral  of  a  13  year  old  Chinese 
girl  who  sold  newspapers  at  die 
Hall  of  Justice.  Much  loved  by 
many  friends,  her  funeral  was 
wordiy  of  a  president  —  50  li¬ 
mousines,  a  13  police  motorcycle 
escort,  and  die  Highway  Patrol 
stopped  freeway  280  Exits  for 
die  procession. 

Joseph  Belli,  bom  on  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill,  and  for  many  years 
die  mortuary’s  houseman,  “he 
held  the  place  together,”  was 
given  an  Italian  funeral  he  would 
have  enjoyed.  The  marching  band 
started  at  SS.  Peter  and  Paul 
Church  and  played  old  Italian 
funeral  songs  to  send  him  off. 

The  range  of  services  avail¬ 
able  can  be  bewildering.  One 
may  choose  among  a  $200  cre¬ 
mation  container  up  to  a  custom- 
made  casket  of  solid  bronze  for 
$19,000.  If  asked  for  flower  rec¬ 
ommendations,  three  florists  will 
be  recommended,  but  flowers  are 
not  a  requirement.  Odier  choices 
are  whedier  or  not  to  embalm; 
burial  or  cremation,  widi  ashes 
scattered  at  sea,  in  die  Sierras  or 
in  a  rose  garden,  or  placed  in  an 
urn  with  wall  inscription;  elabo¬ 
rate  service  or  no  service  at  all. 
There  is  no  ceiling  on  the  amount 
one  can  spend  on  funerals. 

Patient,  friendly  and 
thoughtful,  Clifford  and  Joe 
counsel  each  family  individually, 

Continued  on  Page  14 


mon  house 

19  Maiden  Lane.  San  Francisco.  CA  9s  108 

A  San  Francisco  tradition  located  in 
fashionable  Maiden  Lane  off  linion 
Square,  featuring  Northern  Italian 
cuisine  with  Continental  service. 

A  favorite  before  and  after 
the  theatre  for  dining  and 
cocktails  since  1955. 

Lunch  Monday- Saturday 
11:30-4:00 

Dinner  5:00-10:30  nightly 
Private  parties  accommodating 
up  to  150  people. 


For  reservations  please  call  362-8133. 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 
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Matteq  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 

•sd  ^ 1\attcucci  &  do 
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FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE. 


RESTAURANT 

34 7  Geary  Street  San  FrancocaCA  94102 

San  Francisco  Traditional  Italian 
style  cuisine  with  exhibition 
cooking,  located  In  the  heart  of 
Union  Square  adiacent  to  the 
theatre  distnct 

Open  for  breakfast,  lunch,  dinner, 
and  cocktails  daily  from 
7:00  am  to  1:00  am 


For  reservations  please  call  989-6733. 
All  mator  credit  cards  accepted. 


CITY  LIGHTS 

Booksellers  &.  Publishers 
261  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
(415)  362-8193 


Levi's  Plaza 
1475  Sansome  St. 
San  Francisco,  CA. 
781-8200 


MEADERS  CLEANERS 

Complete  Dry  Cleaning 
Services 

Paula  Meaders  Kearn 


Joyce  Jones 
Personal  Assistant 

Checkbook  balancing,  insurance  form 
filing,  correspondence,  errands, 
arrangements,  household  management, 
home/office  organization,  and  much  more. 
Reasonable.  Excellent  references.  282-5730. 


Green  Street... 

assuring  them  there  is  no  right  nor 
wrong  way,  only  what  will  give  the 
decision  makers  the  greatest  peace 
of  mind. 

Joe’s  career  started  at  15  when 
he  shoveled  snow  and  did  odd  jobs 
at  a  mortuary  in  Minnesota.  The 
funeral  director  showed  him  the 
functions  and  became  his  mentor. 
Nineteen  years  later,  twelve  of  them 
at  the  Green  Street  Mortuary,  Joe  is 
still  dedicated  to  his  work. 

There  are  three  mortuary 
colleges  in  California- Sacramento, 
Los  Angeles  and  San  Francisco.  A 
mortuary  license  requires  12  to  16 
months  of  full-time  attendance  in 
the  classrooms. 

Studies  include  biology,  his¬ 
tology,  chemistry,  anatomy,  macro¬ 
biology,  psychology  and  counsel¬ 
ing.  The  State  Board  requires  75% 
correct  answers  to  a  16-hour,  two- 
day  examination. 

Within  three  months  the  stu¬ 
dent  learns  whether  he  will  receive 
an  apprentice’s  license.  The  em- 
balmer  license  is  granted  only  after 
a  two-year  apprenticeship. 

Unlike  sunny  weather  when 
spirits  are  higher,  winter  is  a  busier 
time  for  funeral  directors.  Many 
people  are  lonely,  depressed  and 
the  suicide  rate  is  higher.  That  is 
especially  the  time  to  visit  conva¬ 
lescent  homes  and  bring  small  gifts. 

Clifford  and  Joe,  of  Chinese 
and  Polish  heritage,  mutually  en¬ 
joy  working  with  people.  In  assist¬ 
ing  them  through  the  stressful  maze 
of  decisions  and  details,  they  be¬ 
come  friends  and  part  of  an  ex¬ 
tended  family.  Fffjj} 


Issue  Number  115  Mar.  1991  -  Page  No  14 


Historian's  Report 

By  Cheryl  Bentley 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Bulletin 
(the  Semaphore’s  ancestor)  of  Au¬ 
gust,  1958,  warned  that  the  City  was 
threatening  to  label  areas  of  the  Hill 
as  blighted  areas.  “We  are  not 
blighted,’’  the  Bulletin  proclaimed. 
“We’re  just  picturesque.” 

However,  in  order  to  ensure 
that  some  of  the  Hill’ s  antique  prop¬ 
erties  did  not  fall  under  the  City’s 
slum  classification,  the  Dwellers 
had  formed  an  interim  research 
committee  whose  slogan  was 
“Neighborhood  Improvement 
Through  Voluntary  Home  Improve¬ 
ment.”  The  committee  was  to 
provide  home  owners  with  infor¬ 
mation  on  how  to  renovate  their 
properties.  Architects,  planners, 
realtors,  and  even  city  building 
inspectors  had  volunteered  their  time 
for  die  project. 

Another  neighborhood  con¬ 
cern  was  after  hours  noise  and  de¬ 
struction  on  Grant  Avenue.  The 
Bulletin  was  clear  that  the  trouble¬ 
makers  were  probably  not  the  beat¬ 


niks,  some  of  whom  belonged  to  tire 
Dwellers,  but  outsiders.  THD  asked 
Mayor  Christopher  and  the  Board 
of  Supes  for  help. 

Like  today’s  Dwellers,  1958’s 
THD  loved  a  good  celebration.  The 
third  annual  peach  blossom  festival 
attracted  some  50  people  to  Silvio 
Catelli’s  home  on  Alta  Street  to 
view  the  three  peach  blossoms  on 
his  tree. 

In  addition,  the  Uiird  annual 
open  air  concert  was  held  on  the 
Filbert  Steps  on  Napier  Lane. 
Organized  by  Grace  Marchant  and 
Edith  Hyler,  it  featured  Grace  at  the 
Hammond  organ. 

Ads  began  appearing  in  Uiis 
issue.  Current  advertiser  Speedy’s 
also  had  an  ad  in  1958  for  Telegraph 
Hill  Sherry.  Speedy’s  had  recently 
added  film  for  camera  buffs.  There 
was  also  an  ad  for  the  “only  con¬ 
centrated  soap  powder  that  washes 
knit  woolens  scrumptiously  with¬ 
out  loss  of  size  AND  makes  girdles 
last  twice  as  long.” 


Police  Report 

By  Catherine 
Donnelly 

Crime  statistics 
show  overall  in¬ 
cidents  to  be 
down  in  1990  by 
about  12%.  Rob¬ 
bery,  assaultand 
auto  theft,  how¬ 
ever,  showed  an 
increase. 


CRIME  STATISTICS,  TELEGRAPH  HILL 
LAST  YEAR  VS.  CURRENT  YEAR 


TYPE 

JAN  90 

JAN  91  CHANGE 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

2 

1 

Robbery 

6 

7 

Assault 

30 

29 

Burglary 

46 

24 

Theft 

124 

108 

Auto  Theft 

28 

48 

Other 

184 

157 

Total 

420 

374  -11.0% 

Total  Major* 

236 

217  -8.1% 

•Homicide.  Rape.  Robbery.  Assaul  (.Burglary,  Grand/Petty 
Theft.  AutoTheft.  Purse  Snatch 


San  Francisco,  California  94133 
(415)  362-6251 


Colt  Liquors 

oti  Washington  Square 
&BS  COLUMBUS  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO  94133 
TELEPHONE  III  4031 


EVANS 

u.s. 

Restaurant 

PACIFIC 

/f 

E 

43 1  Columbus  Avnnue  /  1434  Stockton  Stroef 

REALTOR 

Celia  DeMartini 
Broker  Associate 
(415)441-7272,  ext  265  (office) 
(415)433-3652  (residence) 

Complimentary  Market 
Analysis  of  your  Property 

A  Tradition  of  Excellence 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA 
&  SONS 

"Old  World  Craftsmanship’’ 

CUSTOM  UPHOLSTERING 

Draperies  •  Blinds  •  Shades 

2060  Stockton  St.  •  7SI-6277 


Washington  Square 
Bar(^GrilI. 


r^V 

NS 

■ 

WWlMOl 
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l  ^ 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 
1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 


ff 


RHUMBA 
CHA  CHA  CHA 
WALTZ 
POLKA 
SAMBA 
TANGO 
FOX  TROT 
SWING 

LAMBADA 

• 

Call  Instructor 
Barbara  Blake 
(415)  291-9894 


Ll  LE 


CITY 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bar 


Everyoav  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 

FREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 


PRINTING 

PLACE 


'Quality  Small  Press  Printing' 

•  •  • 

■  Competitive  Prices 

•  Stationery/Business  Cards 

■  Newsletters 

■  Brochures/Flyers 

■  Announcements 

•  NCR  Forms 

•  Stats 

526  GREEN  ST.  at  GRANT 

in  North  Beach 

(415)  391-0730 


JULIUS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco.  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  from  11:30-4  00  p  m 
Evenings  from  5  00-10  00  p.m. 


All  major  credit  cords  accepted.  /  Valet  Panting  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 


contemporary  French  cuisine, 
rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
in  an  intimate  atmosphere. 


The  Shadows  is  open  nightly  from  5-10  P.M. 
Valet  Parking  /  Private  Parties  Welcome 
All  major  credit  cards  accepted. 

For  reservations  please  call  982-5536. 


ESTABLISHED  1932 


1349  MONTGOMERY  ST.  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA 


i 


DIANA  S  WINDOW 
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A  Scene  From  the  Ever  Changing  View 


By  Diana  Gaynor 

A  few  big  drops  of  rain  hit  the 
north-facing  windows  of  my  apart¬ 
ment  diis  morning,  but  just  a  few. 
This  drought  is  disheartening  and 
frustrating;  just  when  the  weather 
wizards  predict  a 
much-needed  storm, 
a  high  pressure  sys¬ 
tem  builds  in  and  ei¬ 
ther  sends  the  precious 
water  north  or  dries  it 
up  before  it  reaches 
us. 


bed  at  some  ungodly  hour  on  week¬ 
day  mornings  and  takes  me  away 
from  the  place  I  love  best,  my  little 
apartment  on  Telegraph  Hill. 

Years  ago,  when  I  worked  at 


The  year  I 
moved  to  the  Bay 
Area,  San  Diego  got 
over  twenty  inches  of 
rain.  Dams  broke  and 
shopping  centers  built 
in  the  bed  of  the  San 
Diego  river  flooded. 

I  always  wondered 
why  they  put  them  there;  my  grand¬ 
father  used  to  tell  stories  of  the  river 
flooding  the  valley  from  cliff  to 
cliff.  But  in  this  fifth  year  of  the 
drought.  Southern  California  suf¬ 
fers  too. 

A  rainy  Sunday  morning  by 
the  fire  with  a  cup  of  good  French 
roast  coffee  and  the  funny  papers  is 
my  heart’s  delight.  So  is  sleeping 
late  on  weekends.  I  am  net  a  morn¬ 
ing  person,  and  this  “real”  job  I’ve 
taken  recently  goes  against  every¬ 
thing  I  hold  dear.  It  forces  me  out  of 


the  Icehouse,  I  used  to  stand  down 
on  Sansome  Street  looking  up  at 
The  Hill  with  its  ragtag  collection 
of  houses  and  apartments  clinging 
tenaciously  to  the  cliffs.  It  looked 
like  some  sort  of  land-locked  Mont 
St.  Michel,  and  I  wondered  what  it 
would  take  to  live  there.  New  to  the 
Bay  Area  and  still  unfamiliar  with 
the  City,  I  picked  Telegraph  Hill  as 
the  place  I  most  wanted  to  live 
someday. 

Finally,  after  detours  to  Marin, 
to  Oakland,  and  a  year  in  a  Pacific 


Heights  studio  (in  a  landlord’s  rental 
market  you  take  what  you  can  get) 
I  now  know  what  it  takes  to  live  up 
here.  If  you’re  willing  to  put  up 
with  high  rents,  nonexistent  park¬ 
ing,  tourists,  funky 
floor  plans  with  im¬ 
possibly  tiny  bath¬ 
rooms,  indifferent 
landlords  and  rock 
slides,  you  too  can  live 
on  Telegraph  Hill. 
Given  all  this,  the  re¬ 
action  of  the  uniniti¬ 
ated  might  be  ’why?’ 

The  answer  to 
that  question  is  both 
complex  and  simple. 
On  this  particular 
Sunday  morning, 
spring  is  on  die  hill. 
Against  the  grayed 
wooden  sidewalk  of  Napier  Lane, 
some  kind  of  fruit  tree  has  just  ex¬ 
ploded  into  white,  looking  like  a 
miracle  among  the  tangle  of  Gold 
Rush  shacks.  Up  and  down  the 
Filbert  Steps  the  same  tiling  is  hap¬ 
pening;  deciduous  trees  have 
sprouted  fuzzy  green  buds,  and 
nasturtium  leaves  appear  on  the 
eroded  cliff  side,  as  they  do  every 
year. 

The  Marchant  Gardens  be¬ 
low  my  windows  still  show  die 
ravages  of  December’s  “big  chill,” 
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but  the  resurgent  green  on  the  trees 
is  encouraging.  I  have  a  little  Meyer 
lemon  tree  in  a  redwood  pot  on  my 
deck.  During  the  worst  of  the  cold, 
when  water  pipes  were  bursting  and 
Speedy’s  New  Union  Grocery 
couldn’t  keep  up  with  the  demand 
for  firewood,  I  hauled  that  lemon 
tree  inside  every  night,  risking  my 
lower  back  and  fingernails.  Now  it 
is  heavy  with  buds  and  blossoms 
and  the  promise  of  my  very  own 
lemons  when  the  prices  for  the  frost¬ 
bitten  survivors  of  the  freeze  are 
sky-high. 

Another  brief  shower  passes 
over  the  hill,  catching  some  tourists 
on  the  Filbert  Steps  as  they  toil  up  to 
Montgomery  Street.  They  shake  their 
heads  like  dogs  and  move  on,  but 
very  gingerly  because  those  ancient 
wooden  steps,  descending  the  steep¬ 
est  part  of  the  gardens,  are  made 
slippery  by  the  light  rain.  The  Hill 
cats  that  usually  bask  in  the  sunlight 
on  the  Steps  and  greet  passersby 
with  chortles  and  leg-rubbings  are 
not  in  evidence  today,  having  re¬ 
treated  from  the  wet.  Disturbed  by 
the  tourists,  a  flock  of  wild  parrots 
take  sudden  flight,  shrieking  their 
way  overhead  as  they  seek  a  more 
private  roost  in  a  gnarled  tree  that 
clings  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff.  The 
tourists  look  up,  as  startled  as  the 
birds;  parrots?  In  San  Francisco?? 
They  must  be  wondering  if  their 
cruise  ship  took  a  wrong  tum  at  the 
Tropic  of  Capricorn... 

The  Bay  is  flat  and  grey,  and 
only  a  few  hardy  scullers  cut  through 
the  water  near  the  piers.  The  Lark¬ 


spur  ferry,  the  big  sleek  one,  heads 
north  on  an  early  run,  otherwise  the 
Bay  is  nearly  empty  of  boats.  The 
sea  gulls  that  like  to  go  joy  riding 
on  the  swirling  air  currents  near  the 
cliffs  on  bright,  breezy  days  now 
squat  morosely  on  the  piers,  wait¬ 
ing  for  better  fishing  weather.  The 
raucous,  insistent  barking  of  a  sea 
lion,  strayed  over  from  Pier  39, 
carries  up  the  hill.  I  love  that  sound. 
From  my  window  I  can  just  make 
out  a  sleek  dark  shape  moving 
through  the  gray-green  water. 

For  all  the  damp  and  gloom, 
this  is  a  morning  bordering  on  spring 
so  it’s  not  particularly  cold,  but  the 
bridges  are  veiled  in  mist.  I  can  hear 
the  drone  of  the  big  foghorns  out  by 
the  Golden  Gate,  and  the  solemn 
two-note  tolling  of  the  Ferry  Build¬ 
ing  bell.  Whenever  I  wake  up  to 
that  sound,  I  feel  like  I’ m  in  a  castle 
on  the  edge  of  the  northern  sea,  and 
a  church  bell  is  sounding  an  alarm 
because  the  prow  of  a  dragon  ship 
has  just  been  spotted  in  the  outer 
harbor. 

Back  in  the  real  world  on  my 
self-indulgent  Sunday  morning,  I 
shiver  deliciously,  stir  up  the  fire 
and  pour  myself  another  cup  of 
coffee.  The  fire  crackles  back  to 
life,  the  sea  lion  barks  again,  the 
parrots  chatter  and  jostle  in  their 
tree,  and  I  decide  that  whatever  it 
takes  to  live  on  Telegraph  Hill,  it’s 
worth  it.  I  live  up  here  because  I 
can’ t  imagine  living  anywhere  else. 


IrrafT'co 

('•antinq  e«*. 


Luciano  Repetto 

733  Columbus  Ave. 
San  Francisco 
CA  04133 
(415)  986-2420 


HOUSING  ADS 


WILLING  TO  WAIT  as  long  as 
Necessary  for  a  special  2-bedroom 
apartment  with  garage  and  view. 
Would  appreciate  all  leads.  Gerry 
Crowley  445-5547  781-4201 


YOUR  AD  could  be  here  for  only 
$10.  Call  Steve  Hord  781-1117 
with  your  copy  for  the  next  issue. 


Telegraph  Hill  cottage  available  for 
short  term  rental.  Sunny  and  quiet, 
it  is  stocked  for  breakfast  and  has  a 
private  parking  garage .  $750/  week. 
No  smoking.  To  make  a  reserva¬ 
tion  please  telephone  (415)9824850. 
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President's  Message.... 

places,  and  by  encouraging  Hill 
Dwellers  to  shop,  eat  and  drink  lo¬ 
cally. 

-  Applying  for  a  neighborhood 
grant  under  last  year’ s  ballot  propo¬ 
sition  D  to  continue  THD’ s  on-going 
efforts  aimed  toward  more  effective 
neighborhood  street  cleaning,  de¬ 
bris  and  graffiti  removal. 


Membership 

Report 

By  Catherine  Donnelly 
Financial  Secretary 

Welcome  to  the  following 
new  members  who  have  joined  THD 
since  the  last  Semaphore  went  to 
press:  Keith  C.  Adams,  Hank 
Davis,  Elizabeth  Gentile,  Keith 
and  Nicole  Goldstein,  Susanna 
Gurovich,  Chuck  Harry,  Robert 
Leefeldt,  Linda  L.  Kay,  Sisi 
Luopajarvi,  John  A.  and  Pamela 
Kester  McNees,  Trinity  Motroni, 
Christopher  Stockton  and  Julie 
Wilson. 

Our  thanks  to  THD  mem¬ 
bers  who  remembered  their  friends 
and  neighbors  with  a  Christmas  gift 
of  membership.  Membership  is  the 
lifeline  of  our  organization  and  it’s 
up  to  all  of  us  to  see  that  new 
residents  are  introduced  to  THD. 
There’s  no  better  way  to  welcome 
someone  to  the  Hill  and  to  keep 
THD  vital  and  current  than  to 
encourage  new  residents  to  join. 


Though  only  a  sample  of  re¬ 
cent  THD  projects,  we’ve  learned 
from  these  and  others  how  effective 
The  Hill  Dwellers  are  in  resolving 
local  conflicts,  in  identifying  com¬ 
munity  needs,  and  in  bringing  neigh¬ 
bors  together.  Let  me  close  these 
two  rather  intense  years  at  the  helm 


with  one  final  pitch:  give  your  neigh¬ 
bor  a  THD  membership  and  sup¬ 
port  your  new  President  and  Board 
by  volunteering  today  for  a  project 
somewhere  on  this  most  favored 
Hill  by  the  Bay. 

THD 


In  Memoriam 
Mary  Cara 


If  one  word  characterized 
Mary  Cara,  it  was  generous.  She 
always  had  time  to  talk  to  chil¬ 
dren,  inquiring  about  their  day’s 
activities  or  to  greet  a  fellow 
dog  owner  on  her  daily  walk 
with  her  own  dog.  She  had  a 
treat  in  her  pocket  for  the  child 
she  met  or  for  a  friend’s  dog. 
Mary  loved  animals  and  people, 
and  they  loved  her. 

A  native  of  Stockton,  Mary 
and  her  husband,  Tom  Cara, 
opened  Thomas  Cara,  Ltd.,  a 
culinary  shop  on  Columbus 
Avenue,  after  World  War  II.  The 
shop  is  now  on  Pacific  Avenue, 
and  specializes  in  espresso 
machines.  The  Caras  were  one 
of  the  early  advertisers  in  The 
Semaphore. 

Few  Telegraph  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers  have  given  so  much  time  and 
energy  to  the  organization.  Mary 


served  the  Dwellers  as  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent,  Treasurer,  Financial  Sec¬ 
retary  and  Director.  She  was  a 
hostess  for  social  events  that 
welcomed  new  members  and 
helped  make  them  feel  a  part  of 
THD. 

Mary  also  spent  time  as  a 
docent  at  the  Presidio  Army  Mu¬ 
seum,  an  interest  she  developed 
through  Tom’s  army  career. 

Through  her  son  Christo¬ 
pher’s  participation  in  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Conservatory  Theatre,  Mary 
became  one  of  ACT’s  strongest 
supporters  and  fund  raisers. 

Mary  Cara  was  a  multi¬ 
faceted  person  with  ties  to  di¬ 
verse  constituencies  in  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  The  Dwellers  and  her 
neighbors  were  lucky  to  have 
known  her. 


MARIN 

SAVINGS 


G.  Baldocchi 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Branch  Manager 


“We  Serve  People  with  People” 


480  Columbus  Ave.,  San  Francisco  94133 
4 1 5/433-6 1  10 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET.  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94111 


COLUMBUS 

SAVINGS 


WELLS  FARGO 


Ronald  J.  Derenzi 

Vice  President  and  Manager 

Columbus  Avenue  Office 
24-Hour  Banking  Service 
Plus  Personal  Banking  Officers 


Wells  Fargo  Express  Stop 


MCGUIRE 

REAL  ESTATE -SINCE  1919 


Michael  L.  Steingraber 

Resident  &  Member  of  THD 

"Complimentary  Market  Analysis  of  Your  Property" 


1892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555  office 
(415)  391-8089  residence 


Theodore  Brown  <4  Farmers  Inc 

Architecture 


950  Batten ;  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 II 
Tel  415  9860101 
Fax  415  986  5412 


Interior  Design 


Planning 


Theodore  W  Brown 

Architect.  President 


ITALIAN  WOOD-FIRED 
CHICKEN  ROTISSERIE 


Take  Out 

Home  Delivery  by  “Walters  on  Wheels’’ 

495-2833 


659  UNION  ST  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94133  •  (415)  4344472 


Library 
News 

Adults: 

By  Dick  Shouse  -  Branch  Manager 

We  have  an  interesting  se¬ 
lection  of  books  on  the  Middle 
East: 

Dickey,  Christopher-  Ex-Pals 
Travels  in  Arabia  from  Tripoli  to 
Teheran. 

Friedman,  Thomas-  From 
Beirut  to  Jerusalem. 

Lamb,  David-  The  Arabs. 
Miller,  Judith-  Saddam 
Hussein  and  the  Crisis  in  the  Gulf. 
.Yergin,  Daniel-  The  Prise:  The 
Epic  quest  for  Oil,  Money  and  Power. 

New  Book  Distribution 
System 

In  spite  of  budget  cuts  and 
anticipation  of  more  cuts,  the  library 
is  starting  a  new  reserve  system. 
Reserve  a  book  at  any  branch  and 
get  it  quicker.  It  is  also  now  pos¬ 
sible  to  check  out  a  book  anywhere 
in  the  city  and  to  renew  it  any¬ 
where  in  the  city.  Drop  by  the 
branch  and  we’ll  answer  questions 
about  these  new  services. 


Reception 

by  Gerry  Crowley 

At  press  time,  members  of 
THD  had  received  invitations  to  a 
February  25th  reception  at  the  North 
Beach  Branch  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library.  The  7:30-9  pm  event 
was  designed  to  better  acquaint 
people  in  the  neighborhood  with 
the  services  offered  by  the  library 
and  to  utilize  those  services  to  en¬ 
rich  our  daily  lives. 


Children: 

By:  Eileen  Wampole 

Children’s  Librarian 

The  library  has  an  antidote 
for  those  bored-nothing-to-do-over- 
SpringBreak  doldrums-a  puppet 
show!  Betty  Polus  of  Dragonfly 
Puppet  Theater  will  present  a  capti¬ 
vating  puppet  performance  at 
10:30AM  on  Monday,  March  25. 
Children  will  be  guided  in  making 
their  own  puppets  after  the  show. 

Tuesdays  are  children’s  pro¬ 
gram  days .  On  March  13,  April  16, 
and  May  21,  preschool  films  will  be 
shown  at  10:00,  10:30,  11:00,  and 
2:30-  At  3:45  is  is  a  45-minute  film 
programs  for  school-age  children. 
Infant-toddler  lapsits  and  preschool 
storytimes,  rhymes  and  songs  are  at 
10:15  and  1 1 : 00  respectively  every 
Tuesday,  except  when  films  are 
shown.  It's  great  fun  for  all  con¬ 
cerned.  Groups  wishing  to  attend 
library  programs  should  call  the  chil¬ 
dren’s  librarian  (274-0270)  to  reg¬ 
ister. 


The  onset  of  war  in  the  Middle 
East  causes  many  children  to  have 
questions  and  become  very  anxious 
about  the  war.  The  library  has 
several  articles  on  file  which  ad¬ 
dress  how  to  talk  with  children  about 
war  and  suggest  ways  to  calm  their 
fears.  A  list  of  hooks  that  help 
explain  war  to  children  is  also  avail¬ 
able. 

North  Beach  Library  Hours: 

2000  Mason  Street,  391-9473 


Mon .  10  .am  to  6  pm 

Tues .  10  am  to  6  pm 

Wed .  1  pm  to  9  pm 

Thurs .  1  pm  to  6  pm 

Fri .  1  pm  to  6  pm 

Sat/Sun .  CLOSED 
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Eating  East... 

Again,  the  finest  basmati  rice 
is  used.  Basmati  rice  is  from  India 
and  most  closely  resembles  the  long 
grain  rice  grown  in  Persia.  The  rice 
at  Maykadeh  is  light  and  fluffy  and 
is  flavored  and  colored  with  yellow 
gold  saffron.  A  real  treat  is  the 
crunchy  golden  crust  that  sticks  to 
the  bottom  of  the  saucepan.  It’s  not 
on  the  menu  so  you’ll  have  to  ask 
for  it. 


For  the  unaccustomed  palate, 
the  best  place  to  start  with 
Maykadeh’s  menu  is  the  mesquite 
grilled  kebabs.  The  boneless  chicken 
kebab  is  marinated  in  homemade 
yogurt  and  saffron.  Try  the  Kebab 
e-Kubideh,  succulent  ground  lamb 
and  beef,  sausage  shaped  meatballs 
cooked  on  skewers  seasoned  with 
lime  juice  and  sumac,  a  Persian 
spice  that  looks  red  hot  but  isn’t. 

Sumac  is  the  dried,  crushed 
red  berries  of  a  species  of  sumach 
tree.  Many  species  are  poisonous. 
It  has  a  pleasant  sour,  lemony  taste. 
Little  bowls  of  sumac  are  at  each 
table  and  can  be  used  with  food  the 
way  we  use  lemon.  Sumac  is  deli¬ 
cious  sprinkled  on  rice. 

Other  kebabs  are  made  from 
prawns  and  filet  mignon.  Every 
kebab  dish  is  delicious  and  once 
you  have  tried  them  move  on  to  the 
other  side  of  the  menu  with  its  se¬ 
lection  of  dark  and  mysterious  Per¬ 
sian  stews  where  such  wonderful 
ingredients  as  pomegranate  juice 
and  dried  lime  are  used  as  flavoring 
agents.  Not  for  the  squeamish  but 
certainly  for  the  gourmand,  the 
lamb’s  brain  appetizer  is  excen- 
tional.  I™ 


Freebaim-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design.  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 


Cuisne 

From 

Afghanistan 


430  Broadway 

San  Francisco,  CA  94133 


n  i'Zh*"  i 


(415)362-0641 


CCIT  tcwec  suer 

m 


m 


T-shirts,  posters,  and 
memorabilia  unique  to 
Telegraph  Hill 


n#n 

njawiESMiyia 

Friends  of  Recreation  &  Parks 


EXHIBITS  BY  LOCAL  ARTISTS 

Full  Bar 

Espresso,  Cappuccino 
Anchor  Steam  on  Draught 

A  Gathering  Place  For  The 
Creative  People  Of  Bohemia 
By  The  Bay  Since  The  Forties 

I.Q.s  Checked  At  Door 

Open  Every  Day  Of  The  Year  6  am-2  am 

255  COLUMBUS  N.  BEACH 
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Social  News 


THD  gave  a  Party  at  Julius'  Castle  and  almost  e\’erybody  came. 


by  Gerry  Crowley 

With  the  start  of  the  new  fis¬ 
cal  year  on  April  first,  the  social 
committee  starts  planning  events 
for  the  next  twelve  months,  includ¬ 
ing  new  members’  cocktail  parties, 
general  membership  dinner  meet¬ 
ings,  tlie  annual  picnic  at  Coit  Tower 
and  everyone’s  favorite  party  in 
December  at  Julius’  Castle. 

Many  members  have  served 
tirelessly  on  the  social  committee 
for  a  number  of  years  and  it  is  my 
hope  to  give  them  some  respite  by 
inviting  new  members  to  be  a  part 
of  our  committee. 

Event  planning  requires  site 
selection  with  regard  to  format, 
accommodations  and  price.  Trips 
to  the  typesetter,  printer  and  post 
office  take  place  prior  to  the  la¬ 
belling  and  stamping  of  600  invita¬ 
tions. 


If  interacting  with  people 
appeals  to  you,  then  consider  serv¬ 
ing  on  the  social  committee  where 
you  work  with  a  core  of  dynamic 
people,  act  as  a  host  or  hostess  at 
social  functions  and  interview  res- 
tauranteurs  for  party  site  possibili¬ 
ties.  Hopefully,  each  event  will 
have  a  different  chairperson  this 
year. 


For  those  who  have  served 
previously  and  wish  to  remain  on 
the  committee  and  those  who  wish 
to  serve  for  the  first  time,  please 
call  Gerry  Crowley  at  445-5547  or 
781-4201.  An  organizational  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  will  be  held  in  early 


Betty  Kemper 

PERSONAL  SHOPPING  AT  IT  S  FINEST 


Jim  Stevens  Painting'' 


Licensed  Painting  Contractor 
Residential  Interiors  and  Exteriors 


THD  References 


BY  APPOINTMENT 
415  296-8190 


552  GREENWICH 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94133 


V 


928-8111 


Yerba  Buena 

<dn<(]  ffspanooSg?®©  8G„  8®cq  UteatneSss©  (5&cj),gai© 
S3@®t?  Utewsflfl 


Fast  Delivery 


956-5678 


All  Ma/or  Lines 


GrubbcEllis 


Blanche  Germain  Streeter 

Senior  Marketing  Consultant  Grubb  &  Ellis  Company 

Residential  Brokerage 
Services 

1823  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  922-7100 
Residence  (415)  673-7483 


Nt  K’l  iKtl  ITfr  M4*1  %  BA® 

han  i  u  rtf  n  f.v. 
hoi  umii 

499  GGOAOWAV  NfAC  MACNT 


Open 

7 

|  I  'lid'#  1.  788-4055 

Days 

U  19  VJr 

RESTAURANT  *  BAJt 

LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 

Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 

'Speedy'S 


781-6168 


WINES 
LIQUORS 


NEW  UNION  GROCERY 

301  Union  Street 

Corner  Montgomery 
DELIVERY  SERVICE 


Quality  Meats  -  Selected  Fruits  and  Vegetables 


/California 

/Securities 

/Corp. 

/  Gold  Futures 

/  Stephen  Y.  Hord 

/  Stock  Index  Futures 

/  Account  Executive  / 

Variable  Annuities 

/  50  Alta  Street 

/San  Francisco,  CA  94133 

415  /  781-1117 

FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 
Pacific 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am  Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  454-2248 
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Planning  and  Zoning  Report 


By  Jordan  Rosenberg 

The  news  this  month  from  the 
Planning  and  Zoning  Committee 
concerns  the  Malt  Factory.  Nego¬ 
tiations  among  the  developers,  rep¬ 
resentatives  of  the  mayor’s  office , 
and  three  neighborhood  organiza¬ 
tions  -  Telegraph  Hill  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Center,  Chinatown  Resource 
Council,  and  Telegraph  Hill  Dwell¬ 
ers  -  have  resulted  in  a  proposal  to 
which  all  have  agreed.  The  pro¬ 
posal  calls  for  a  cash  payment  by 
the  developer  that  will  be  used  for 
affordable  housing.  There  will  be 
no  affordable  housing  units  in  the 
development. 

The  cash  payment  will  be  at 
least  $250,000  accompanied  by  a 
non-cash  contribution  of  services 
valued  at  $50,000.  However,  the 
neighborhood  organizations  seek  a 
cash  payment  of  $300,000  without 
any  services.  The  money  will  be 
paid  out  as  the  units  are  sold  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  schedule  to  be  estab¬ 
lished.  It  would  all  be  paid  within 
three  years  maximum.  The  money 
will  go  into  a  fund  in  the  mayor’s 
office.  None  of  it,  we  are  assured, 
will  go  to  overhead.  All  will  go  to 
affordable  housing  projects  within 
the  North  Beach  area  and  after  con¬ 
sultation  with  neighborhood  organi¬ 
zations. 

When  this  proposal  was  an¬ 
nounced  at  the  last  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  dinner  one  member  called 
it  a  bribe.  While  I  do  not  share  that 
view  I  do  share  the  member’s  feel¬ 


ing  of  frustration  at  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  affordable  housing  for  our 
neighborhood.  The  Malt  Factory  will 
be  122  condominium  units.  For  that 
big  a  development  $300,000  doesn’t 
seem  like  much.  It  may  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  to  know  that  the  mayor’s 
office  has  stated  their  intention  to 
combine  this  money  with  other 
money  that  could  yield  from  10  to 
20  affordable  units  for  us.  While 
that  outcome  is  not  guaranteed,  it  is 
closer  to  our  goal  of  having  25%  of 
all  new  units  built  in  our  neighbor¬ 
hood  be  affordable. 


ing  how  nice  it  would 
be  to  live  at  the  Malt 
Factory  it  is  not  yet  time 
to  start  packing  your 
bags. 

It  is  time  to  start 
thinking  about  the  next 
project  and  about  our 
goals  and  tactics.  Shall 
we  pursue  our  hopes 
and  wishes?  What,  ide¬ 
ally,  would  we  like  to 
see  developed  in  the 
neighborhood?  Is  this 
realistic?  How  do  our 
ambitions  relate  to  those 
of  other  neighborhood  organizations 
and  to  the  city  officials?  Is  our  pres¬ 
ent  strategy  serving  us  well?  Can 
we  learn  lessons  from  our  recent 
experiences  to  apply  the  next  time? 

Our  effectiveness  in  dealing 
with  the  next  development  will  be  a 
function  of  our  clarity  about  what 
we  stand  for  and  about  the  environ¬ 
ment  in  which  we  dwell.  |THD 


Bentley's 


While  we  have  reached  a  new 
stage  with  the  Malt  Factory  devel¬ 
opment  it  is  not  over.  The  proposal 
is  about  to  go  before  the  Planning 
Commission.  If  they  approve  it  will 
remain  to  be  seen  if  and  when  the 
developer  will  proceed.  It  is  not 
uncommon  for  a  developer  to  pull 
out  at  this  stage  and  sell  the  project 
to  someone  else.  If  you  were  think¬ 


The  saga  of  Bentley’s  Embarcadero 
restaurant  and  disco  appears  to  be 
ended.  In  December  Bentley’s 
cancelled  their  much  delayed  appeal 
to  overturn  the  restrictions  placed 
on  their  permit  because  of  neigh¬ 
bors’  complaints  about  late  night 
noise  and  traffic.  The  restaurant  at 
1800  Montgomery  St.  remains 
closed  until  a  new  tenant  can  be 
found  to  take  over  the  lease. 
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